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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . |EI This communication is responsive to amendment filed January 30, 2008. 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-42,52,54-56,58-62 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1. 84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Greg 
Koerner on April 8, 2008. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Please delete first sentence of Abstract. 

A syst e m and m e thod for e ff e ct i v el y p e rforming a str e am li n e d photo d i str i but i on proc e dur e may 
i nc l ude a photo data source that prov i des photo data to a source dov i co i n an o l octron i c network. 

On page 10, lines 27-30 to page 11, line 1, replace with: 

In the Fig. 2 embodiment, memory 220 maybe implemented as computer-readable medium to 
include any combination of desired storage devices, including, but limited to, read-only memory (ROM), 
random-access memory (RAM), and various types of non-volatile memory, such as floppy disks, memory 
sticks, compact disks, or hard disks. 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please see attached. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art fails to teach nor 
render obvious each and every limitation of the claims. Specifically, the prior does not disclose electronic 
gaming devices as a source device and a target device in an electronic gaming network where the target 
device has a mail program to automatically detect a photo identifier in a photo message and associates 



Application/Control Number: 10/706,157 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2153 

the photo data with the target photo album and once the photo message is downloaded and associated 
with the album of the target device, the photo album is viewed on the target device. Furthermore, the 
prior art fails to teach performing only one single triggering action to initiate the photo distribution 
procedure where the photo is captured, and the photo message is created and sent to the target photo 
album in an automatic manner. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to PHILIP J. CHEA whose telephone number is (571 )272-3951 . The examiner can normally 
be reached on M-F 6:30-4:00 (1st Friday Off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Glenn Burgess can be reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

/Glenton B. Burgess/ Philip J Chea 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2153 Examiner 

Art Unit 2153 
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1 . (Currently Amended) A system for performing a streamlined photo distribution procedure in an 
electronic network, comprising: 

a photo data source configured to provide photo data to a source device in said electronic network, said 
photo data being added to a source photo album of said source device; 

a source photo manager of said source device configured to designate a message target for receiving 
said photo data from said source device; 

a source mail program of said source device configured to automatically receive said photo data from 
said source photo manager, said source mail program automatically creating a photo message that 
includes said photo data and photo identifier means to request a special handling of said photo data, said 
photo identifier means associating said photo data with a target photo album, said source mail program 
automatically transmitting said photo message over said electronic network; 

a target mail program of a target device corresponding to said message target, said target mail program 
downloading said photo message from said electronic network, said target mail program automatically 
detecting said photo identifier means in said photo message; and 

a target photo manager of said target device configured to receive said photo data from said target mail 
program whenever said photo identifier means is detected, said target photo manager automatically 
associating said photo data with said target photo album of said target device, said target photo album 
being viewed on said target device , said streamlined photo distribution procedure being implemented by 
utilizing a one-click technique in which a system user performs only one single triggering action to initiate 
said streamlined photo distribution procedure, said source device responsively capturing said photo data, 
creating said photo message, and sending said photo message to said target photo album in an 
automatic manner, said source device and said target device both being implemented as electronic 
gaming devices in an electronic gaming network . 



2. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein said photo data source is implemented as an electronic 
camera device that communicates with said source device by utilizing at least one of a wireless and a 
hard-wired communication technique. 
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3. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein said source device is implemented as a consumer- 
electronics entertainment device that communicates with said target device through said electronic 
network. 

4. (Original) The system of claim 3 wherein said consumer-electronics entertainment device is 
network-enabled to communicate over said electronic network, and wherein respective stand-alone 
functionalities of said electronic camera device and said consumer-electronics entertainment device are 
combined to effectively perform said streamlined photo distribution procedure in said electronic network. 

5. (Original) The system of claim 3 wherein said consumer-electronics entertainment device is 
configured to include a hard-disk-drive memory device storing one or more electronic gaming programs, 
said consumer-electronics entertainment device being further configured to include a broadband 
navigator and a network adapter for communicating over said electronic network. 

6. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein said photo identifier means includes a special photo 
identifier tag that said source mail program creates as part of a message header of said photo message 
to thereby identify said photo message as containing said photo data for automatically storing into said 
target photo album by said target photo manager. 

7. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein said electronic network includes an Internet network, 
said source device communicating with said target device via said Internet network. 

8. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein said electronic network includes at least one of an 
intranet network and a peer-to-peer network, said source device communicating with said target device 
via said at least one of said intranet network and said peer-to-peer network. 
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9. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein said target photo album is configured to store and 
display at least one set of said photo data, said at least one set of said photo data including image data 
corresponding to a captured photographic image and optional ancillary data related to said image data, 
said target device utilizing said photo manager to selectively organize and manage said at least one set 
of said photo data in said photo album. 

10. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein said source photo manager of said source device 
initially performs a message-target pre-selection procedure to designate said message target for 
receiving said photo data from said source device prior to obtaining said photo data from said photo data 
source. 

1 1 . (Original) The system of claim 1 0 wherein said source photo manager of said source device 
initiates a streamlined one-click transmission procedure in which said source photo manager captures 
said photo data from said photo data source, said source photo manager then automatically sending said 
photo data to said source mail program. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 1 1 wherein said source mail program automatically attaches said 
photo data and said photo identifier means to said photo message, said source mail program then 
automatically transmitting said photo message to a network server in said electronic network for retrieval 
by said message target. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein said source photo manager of said source device 
initiates a streamlined two-click transmission procedure in which said source photo manager captures 
said photo data from said photo data source, said source photo manager then automatically generating a 
message-target user interface for designating said message target for receiving said photo data. 
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14. (Original) The system of claim 13 wherein said source photo manager of said source device 
manages a message-target selection procedure to designate said message target for receiving said 
photo data from said source device, said source photo manager then automatically sending said photo 
data to said source mail program. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 14 wherein said source mail program automatically attaches said 
photo data and said photo identifier means to said photo message, said source mail program then 
automatically transmitting said photo message to a network server in said electronic network for retrieval 
by said message target. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein said target mail program of said target device performs 
a log-in procedure for communicating with a network server of said electronic network, said target mail 
program then downloading said photo message from said network server to said target device. 

17. (Original) The system of claim 16 wherein a special photo-message reader of said target mail 
program decodes a message header of said photo message to determine whether said photo identifier 
means is detected as part of said photo message. 

18. (Original) The system of claim 17 wherein said target mail program automatically provides said 
photo data to said target photo manager whenever said photo identifier means is detected, said target 
photo manager automatically storing said photo data into said target photo album of said target device. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein said source photo manager designates a plurality of 
message targets for receiving said photo data from said source device, said source mail program of said 
source device automatically transmitting a plurality of photo messages over said electronic network to 
said plurality of message targets, a plurality of target devices automatically storing respective copies of 
said photo data into corresponding target photo albums. 
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20. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein said photo message is alternately implemented to 
distribute at least one of audio data, graphics data, video data, and text data instead of said photo data. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A method for performing a streamlined photo distribution procedure in an 
electronic network, comprising the steps of: 

providing photo data from a photo data source to a source device in said electronic network, said photo 
data being added to a source photo album of said source device; 

designating a message target for receiving said photo data from said source device by using a source 
photo manager of said source device; 

utilizing a source mail program of said source device to automatically receive said photo data from said 
source photo manager, said source mail program automatically creating a photo message that includes 
said photo data and photo identifier means to request a special handling of said photo data, said photo 
identifier means associating said photo data with a target photo album, said source mail program 
automatically transmitting said photo message over said electronic network; 

downloading said photo message from said electronic network by utilizing a target mail program of a 
target device corresponding to said message target, said target mail program automatically detecting said 
photo identifier means in said photo message; and 

receiving said photo data from said target mail program by utilizing a target photo manager of said target 
device whenever said photo identifier means is detected, said target photo manager automatically 
associating said photo data with said target photo album of said target device, said target photo album 
being viewed on said target device , said streamlined photo distribution procedure being implemented by 
utilizing a one-click technique in which a system user performs only one single triggering action to initiate 
said streamlined photo distribution procedure, said source device responsively capturing said photo data, 
creating said photo message, and sending said photo message to said target photo album in an 
automatic manner, said source device and said target device both being implemented as electronic 
gaming devices in an electronic gaming network . 
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22. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 21 wherein said photo data source is implemented 
as an electronic camera device that communicates with said source device by utilizing at least one of a 
wireless and a hard-wired communication technique. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein said source device is implemented as a consumer- 
electronics entertainment device that communicates with said target device through said electronic 
network. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 23 wherein said consumer-electronics entertainment device is 
network-enabled to communicate over said electronic network, and wherein respective stand-alone 
functionalities of said electronic camera device and said consumer-electronics entertainment device are 
combined to effectively perform said streamlined photo distribution procedure in said electronic network. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 23 wherein said consumer-electronics entertainment device is 
configured to include a hard-disk-drive memory device storing one or more electronic gaming programs, 
said consumer-electronics entertainment device being further configured to include a broadband 
navigator and a network adapter for communicating over said electronic network. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein said photo identifier means includes a special photo 
identifier tag that said source mail program creates as part of a message header of said photo message 
to thereby identify said photo message as containing said photo data for automatically storing into said 
target photo album by said target photo manager. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein said electronic network includes an Internet network, 
said source device communicating with said target device via said Internet network. 
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28. (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein said electronic network includes at least one of an 
intranet network and a peer-to-peer network, said source device communicating with said target device 
via said at least one of said intranet network and said peer-to-peer network. 

29. (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein said target photo album is configured to store and 
display at least one set of said photo data, said at least one set of said photo data including image data 
corresponding to a captured photographic image and optional ancillary data related to said image data, 
said target device utilizing said photo manager to selectively organize and manage said at least one set 
of said photo data in said photo album. 



30. (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein said source photo manager of said source device 
initially performs a message-target pre-selection procedure to designate said message target for 
receiving said photo data from said source device prior to obtaining said photo data from said photo data 
source. 

31 . (Original) The method of claim 30 wherein said source photo manager of said source device 
initiates a streamlined one-click transmission procedure in which said source photo manager captures 
said photo data from said photo data source, said source photo manager then automatically sending said 
photo data to said source mail program. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 31 wherein said source mail program automatically attaches said 
photo data and said photo identifier means to said photo message, said source mail program then 
automatically transmitting said photo message to a network server in said electronic network for retrieval 
by said message target. 
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33. (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein said source photo manager of said source device 
initiates a streamlined two-click transmission procedure in which said source photo manager captures 
said photo data from said photo data source, said source photo manager then automatically generating a 
message-target user interface for designating said message target for receiving said photo data. 

34. (Original) The method of claim 33 wherein said source photo manager of said source device 
manages a message-target selection procedure to designate said message target for receiving said 
photo data from said source device, said source photo manager then automatically sending said photo 
data to said source mail program. 

35. (Original) The method of claim 34 wherein said source mail program automatically attaches said 
photo data and said photo identifier means to said photo message, said source mail program then 
automatically transmitting said photo message to a network server in said electronic network for retrieval 
by said message target. 

36. (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein said target mail program of said target device 
performs a log-in procedure for communicating with a network server of said electronic network, said 
target mail program then downloading said photo message from said network server to said target device. 

37. (Original) The method of claim 36 wherein a special photo-message reader of said target mail 
program decodes a message header of said photo message to determine whether said photo identifier 
means is detected as part of said photo message. 

38. (Original) The method of claim 37 wherein said target mail program automatically provides said 
photo data to said target photo manager whenever said photo identifier means is detected, said target 
photo manager automatically storing said photo data into said target photo album of said target device. 



Application/Control Number: 10/706,157 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2153 

39. (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein said source photo manager designates a plurality of 
message targets for receiving said photo data from said source device, said source mail program of said 
source device automatically transmitting a plurality of photo messages over said electronic network to 
said plurality of message targets, a plurality of target devices automatically storing respective copies of 
said photo data into corresponding target photo albums. 

40. (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein said photo message is alternately implemented to 
distribute at least one of audio data, graphics data, video data, and text data instead of said photo data. 

41 . (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium comprising program instructions for 
performing a streamlined photo distribution procedure in an electronic network, by performing the steps 
of: 

providing photo data from a photo data source to a source device in said electronic network, said photo 
data being added to a source photo album of said source device; 

designating a message target for receiving said photo data from said source device by using a source 
photo manager of said source device; 

utilizing a source mail program of said source device to automatically receive said photo data from said 
source photo manager, said source mail program automatically creating a photo message that includes 
said photo data and photo identifier means to request a special handling of said photo data, said photo 
identifier means associating said photo data with a target photo album, said source mail program 
automatically transmitting said photo message over said electronic network; 

downloading said photo message from said electronic network by utilizing a target mail program of a 
target device corresponding to said message target, said target mail program automatically detecting said 
photo identifier means in said photo message; and 

receiving said photo data from said target mail program by utilizing a target photo manager of said target 
device whenever said photo identifier means is detected, said target photo manager automatically 
associating said photo data with said target photo album of said target device, said target photo album 
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being viewed on said target device , said streamlined photo distribution procedure being implemented by 
utilizing a one-click technique in which a system user performs only one single triggering action to initiate 
said streamlined photo distribution procedure, said source device responsively capturing said photo data, 
creating said photo message, and sending said photo message to said target photo album in an 
automatic manner, said source device and said target device both being implemented as electronic 
gaming devices in an electronic gaming network . 

42. (Currently Amended) A system for performing a streamlined photo distribution procedure in an 
electronic network, comprising: 

means for providing photo data to a source device in said electronic network, said photo data being 
added to a source photo album of said source device; 

means for designating a message target for receiving said photo data from said source device; 
means for receiving said photo data automatically from said means for designating, said means for 
receiving automatically creating a photo message that includes said photo data and photo identifier 
means to request special handling of said photo data, said photo identifier means associating said photo 
data with a target photo album, said means for receiving automatically transmitting said photo message 
over said electronic network; 

means for downloading said photo message from said electronic network, said means for downloading 
automatically detecting said photo identifier means in said photo message; and 
means for accessing said photo data from said means for downloading whenever said photo identifier 
means is detected, said means for accessing automatically associating said photo data with said target 
photo album of said messaging target, said target photo album being viewed on said messaging target^ 
said streamlined photo distribution procedure being implemented by utilizing a one-click technigue in 
which a system user performs only one single triggering action to initiate said streamlined photo 
distribution procedure, said source device responsively capturing said photo data, creating said photo 
message, and sending said photo message to said target photo album in an automatic manner, said 
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source device and said message target both being implemented as electronic gaming devices in an 
electronic gaming network . 

Claims 43-51. (Cancelled) 

52. (Currently Amended) A system for performing a streamlined photo distribution procedure in an 
electronic network, comprising: 

a portable electronic device configured to provide photo data to a source device via a communications 
network, said photo data being added to a source photo album of said source device, said portable 
electronic device automatically creating a special identifier tag to designate said photo data for said 
streamlined photo distribution procedure; 

a source photo manager of said source device configured to receive said photo data and said special 
identifier tag from said portable electronic device via said communications network, said source photo 
manager designating a message target group for receiving said photo data from said source device; and 
a source mail program of said source device configured to automatically receive said photo data from 
said source data manager, said source mail program automatically creating a photo message that 
includes said photo data and a photo identifier tag to request a special handling of said photo data, said 
photo identifier tag associating said photo data with a target photo album, said source mail program 
automatically transmitting said photo message over said electronic network to said message target group, 
said photo data being viewed on respective target devices of said message target group , said streamlined 
photo distribution procedure being implemented by utilizing a one-click technigue in which a system user 
performs only one single triggering action to initiate said streamlined photo distribution procedure, said 
source device responsively capturing said photo data, creating said photo message, and sending said 
photo message to said target photo album in an automatic manner, said source device and said 
respective target devices being implemented as electronic gaming devices in an electronic gaming 
network . 



Application/Control Number: 10/706,157 
Art Unit: 2153 



Page 15 



53. (Cancelled). 

54. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 wherein said photo distribution procedure 
automatically synchronizes said source photo album and said target photo album to contain identical 
digital photographs. 

55. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 wherein said photo identifier means is created 
concurrently with sending said photo message to said target device, said photo identifier means not being 
created beforehand. 

56. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 wherein said source device and said target device 
are implemented by utilizing a substantially similar device configuration. 

57. (Cancelled). 

58. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 wherein said source device and said photo data 
source are two separate non-integral electronic devices. 

59. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 wherein said source device transmits said photo 
message directly to said target device through a peer-to-peer connection that does not include any 
intermediate server device. 

60. (Previously Presented) The system of claiml wherein said photo data source transmits said 
photo data directly to said source device through a direct electrical connection that does not include any 
intermediate server device. 
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61. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 wherein said photo message transmits auxiliary 
data that includes text data and audio data. 

62. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 wherein said photo data is transmitted in a full- 
resolution format as originally captured by said photo data source. 



